Hemic And Lymphatic Systems Fact Sheet
Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.  

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Physical examination with objective findings must address the current severity of the disability.  Medical documentation should provide the following information:

1) Subjective history, treatment, and general information regarding the condition.  

2) Objective examination findings:  

· Include lab work findings to determine hemoglobin (expressed in gm/ml) and platelet count.
· Identify applicable symptoms, for example:  weakness, easy fatigability, headaches, lightheadedness, shortness of breath, dyspnea on mild exertion, cardiomegaly, tachycardia, syncope, congestive heart failure, dyspnea at rest.  
· Identify whether a transfusion of platelets or red blood cells is required.  If so, please provide the frequency of transfusions.  
· Identify if the condition has caused infections.  If so, please provide the frequency of the infections.  
· Identify whether the condition causes active bleeding.  
· Identify whether a bone marrow transplant is required.  
· Identify whether treatment has included myleosuppressant therapy or phlebotomy
· Identify whether there is a requirement for continuous medication for control.
3) Diagnostic and clinical tests:

· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted.    

4) Diagnosis:

· Clarify current diagnosis of the chronic disability with information regarding treatment and the overall functional impairment caused by the condition.         

